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PC78 Learning Summary 
Topic: Proposed Additional Residential Zone Amenity 

Standards 
 

 
 

1. Proposed Additional Residential Zone Amenity Standards 

Auckland Council have proposed additional residential zone amenity standards to be 
complied with under Plan Change 78. These are not ‘density standards’ as defined in 
Schedule 3A, Part 1 of the RMA. 
 
These new amenity standards are proposed in the Residential – Mixed Housing Urban (MHU) 
and Residential – Terrace Housing and Apartment Buildings (THAB) zones: 
 

1. Deep soil area and canopy tree;  
2. Safety and privacy buffer from private pedestrian vehicle accessways; and 
3. Residential waste management. 

 
See Appendix 1 for the proposed wording of these standards. The new standards also have 
proposed special information requirements that would be located at the end of each zone 
chapter. 
 
 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/unitary-plan/auckland-unitary-plan-modifications/Pages/details.aspx?UnitaryPlanId=140
https://colabplanning.sharepoint.com/sites/CoLabPlanning/Shared%20Documents/Training/PC78%20Learning%20Summaries/Schedule%203A,%20Part%202


Learning Summary | PC78 Proposed Additional Residential Amenity Standards  2 

2. What activities are these standards proposed to apply to? 

These new standards are proposed to apply to the following activities in MHU and THAB. See 
the footnotes for further explanatory detail. 
 
Deep soil and canopy tree Safety and privacy buffer 

from private pedestrian 
vehicle accessways 

Residential waste 
management 

All proposed dwellings, 
including internal and 
external alterations, and 
where new accessory 
buildings are proposed 
 

All proposed dwellings, 
including internal and 
external alterations 
 

All proposed dwellings 
except one dwelling per site 
subject to SEA Overlay 

Integrated residential 
development 
 

Integrated residential 
development (THAB only) 
 

 

Supported residential care1 
 

Supported residential care2 
 

 

Boarding houses3 
 

Boarding houses4 
 

 

Visitor accommodation5 
 

Visitor accommodation6 
 

 

Care centres 
 

  

Community facilities 
 

  

Healthcare facilities up to 
200m2 gross floor area per 
site 
 

  

 
 
 

 
1 Proposed to apply for up to and more than 10 people per site in THAB, but only up to 10 
people per site in MHU. It is unclear whether this is an error in PC78. 
2 As per 1 above. Note that the wording of the proposed standard refers to ‘dwellings’ and 
therefore in its current proposed form, would not likely apply to this activity, even though it is 
listed as a core standard. 
3 As per 1 above. 
4 As per 1 and 2 above. 
5 As per 1 above. 
6 As per 1 and 2 above. 
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3. Do these standards apply to current proposals for development? 

• These additional standards do not have immediate legal effect for any of the 
activities listed above. 

• A proposal for new residential units (dwellings) that complies with all the density 
standards as set out in Schedule 3A, Part 2, but not these additional proposed 
standards, can still occur as a permitted activity at this time. This will remain subject 
to other requirements, such as that the proposal is not in a new residential zone and 
not in a qualifying matter area. 
 

4. Summary 

• Plan Change 78 proposes additional amenity standards in addition to the density 
standards that are required to be incorporated into the Auckland Unitary Plan. 

• These additional amenity standards do not have immediate legal effect. An applicant 
is not required to design their proposal to comply with these standards at this time. 

• A proposal that complies with the ‘density standards’ introduced via the Medium 
Density Residential Standards in Schedule 3A, Part 2 of the RMA may still be 
established as a permitted activity, subject to not being within a qualifying matter 
area or a new residential zone. 

 
 
 

 
Interested in learning more about resource management, or have a plan change that 
you’re interested in learning more about?  
 
Contact us at contact@colabplanning.co.nz and we’ll produce a quick learning summary 
for the topic. 
 
Note that this learning summary is intended as guidance only. See our website for a full 
disclaimer. 
 

 
  

mailto:contact@colabplanning.co.nz
https://www.colabplanning.co.nz/blog
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Appendix 1 

Residential – Mixed Housing Urban Zone 
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Residential – Terrace Housing and Apartment Building Zone 
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